Any attempt, therefore, to raise uterine pathology to its proper position, and to keep it on a level with the current improvements in medical science, must be hailed with delight, and should receive our warmest thanks. In the treatment of diseases, which are not in themselves promptly fatal, but which slowly undermine the constitution, the laissez-faire system may be easily indulged in; and hence it has too frequently happened that uterine diseases, in which there has seemed no pressing necessity for activity, have been left to the soothing influence of palliatives, or to the experiments of empirical practice. The Pharmacopoeia is filled to overflowing with the medicines which the speculative physician has found useful in female complaints; their variety, and often the contradiction in their properties, proving the empiricism of his treatment.
It must be confessed that, notwithstanding the rapid progress of pathological science, our knowledge of the diseases of the female generative organs has lagged sadly behind in the race of improvement, and even at the present moment is wrapped in a veil of generalities, which deludes us into the belief that we Any attempt, therefore, to raise uterine pathology to its proper position, and to keep it on a level with the current improvements in medical science, must be hailed with delight, and should receive our warmest thanks. In the treatment of diseases, which are not in themselves promptly fatal, but which slowly undermine the constitution, the laissez-faire system may be easily indulged in; and hence it has too frequently happened that uterine diseases, in which there has seemed no pressing necessity for activity, have been left to the soothing influence of palliatives, or to the experiments of empirical practice. The Pharmacopoeia is filled to overflowing with the medicines which the speculative physician has found useful in female complaints; their variety, and often the contradiction in their properties, proving the empiricism of his treatment.
Among the disorders of the female constitution, there is none so frequent, none so much misunderstood as Leucorrhoea. Its name implies nothing more than an effect of some pre-existing disease. The cause of that effect should be inquired into and understood, before we undertake its removal: yet the treatment formerly adopted almost exclusively consisted in remedies to check the discharge; every variety of astringent was used for this sole purpose; and whether administered by the mouth and taken into the circulation, or applied locally, the whole object was to arrest the fluor albus, and nothing more. Oak-bark, and alum, and tannin were equally popular with the physician and the leather-dressers. The patient was cured?of the discharge, but not of the troublesome symptoms that caused her so much distress ; nay, occasionally they were increased by the suppression of a secretion, which relieved to a certain extent the local con- gestion that existed in the reproductive organs.
Some years ago, Sir Charles Clarke attempted to remedy the evil, by pointing out the differences that existed in the characters of discharges included in the common term, fluor albus. He insisted upon the necessity of a vaginal examination in all such cases,?a tolerable proof that this was not at least a popular opinion; and pointed out the different characters Dr. Bennet on Inflammation of the Uterus, fyc.
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of those discharges, as they appeared upon the finger. The transparent and opaque mucous discharges,?the muco-purulent, the purulent, the sanguineous, the watery discharge,?each were severally described ; and the diseases that produced them, so far as they could be ascertained by touch, pointed out. The publication of his work on ' Iu the practice of midwifery it was the dilator of the passages. In diseases of the womb it was also employed for the purpose of curing ulcers by direct applications to the surface. Dr . Bennet quotes a remarkable passage from Paulus iEgineta, which sufficiently proves this knowledge of the ancients : "The uterus is often ulcerated from difficult labour, extraction of the foetus, or forced abortion or injury of the same, occasioned by acrid medicines, or by a defluxion, or from abscesses which have burst. If, therefore, the ulceration be within reach, it is detected by the dioptra (the speculum), but if deep-seated, by the discharges ; for the fluid" which is discharged varies in its qualities. When the ulcer is inflamed, the discharge is small, bloody, or feculent, with great pain; but when the ulcer is foul, the discharge is in greater quantitv and ichorous, with less pain. When the ulcer is spreading, the discharge is fetid, black, attended with great pain and other symptoms of inflammation; irritation is produced by relaxing medicines, and relief by the opposite class. When the ulcer is clean, the fluid is small in quantity, consistent, without smell, thick, white, with an agreeable sensation.
When the ulcer is inflamed, we must use those things recommended for inflammations. When it is foul, the Egyptian ointment, without verdigris, answers admirably for the cure of ulceration."* Thus the ancients were perfectly conversant with the facts, that ulcers existed in the womb, that they gave rise to discharges of very various characters, and that they might be cured by local applications; for which purpose it was necessary to use their dioptra. This knowledge was afterwards totally lost sight of. Whether it happened that the violence which was sometimes used in employing the ill-contrived instruments that assumed the name of dioptra, led to their disuse, or that the dark ages which followed sunk it in obscurity, it is impossible to determine ; but it is certain that, until very recently, the profession had not the least idea of the existence of the class of diseases requiring the use of the speculum for their detection. Even those, as the late Dr. Davis, who were bolder than their compeers in countenancing the speculum, did so, as being useful for the purpose of destroying malignant ulcerations by strong caustics.
It is to llecamier that we owe the revival of the use of the speculum, and the resuscitation by its means of the knowledge so long dormant. Recamier was followed by Bicord, Emery, Gendrin, Jobert (de Lamballe), Negrier, and others; and the several hospitals of Paris afforded a wide field for clinical instruction in these diseases. In Parisian hospital practice, Dr Again it may happen that small collections of pus form about the nongravid uterus, make their way into the vagina or rectum, and thus discharge themselves, without even receiving the slightest notice from the medical attendant. It is to this important form of inflammation that Dr. Bennet especially directs our attention.
"It is now more than ten years ago that this fact (non-puerperal pclvic abscess) was pointed out to me by M. Gendrin, the eminent Parisian pathologist, and I have since ascertained to my complete satisfaction the correctness of his assertion." (p. 5G.)
The seat of the inflammation is in the fine filamentous cellular tissue surrounding the lower portion of the uterus and uterine appendages ; as they are contained in the broad ligaments ; and the tendency of such inflammation is to terminate rapidly in suppuration, which in the puerperal state is much more extensive and aggravated than in the non-gravid uterus. " In the puerperal form of the disease the uterus itself is nearly always considerably implicated; the inflammation of the ovaries, fallopian tubes, or cellular tissue, has a tendency to extend to the peritoneum and to the cellular tissue lining the pclvic cavity; adhesions to the abdominal parietes, abdominal perforations, and even death, not unfrequently take place. In the non-puerperal, on the contrary, the disease has a tendency to limit itself to the tissues primarily attacked; peritonitis, abdominal perforations, and a fatal termination very rarely occurring." (p. 57.)
The result of this has been that? "Owing to inflammation of the uterine appendages having thus been studied only in connexion with the puerperal state, the peculiar features which the disease presents in its milder or non-puerperal shape, have not yet been described. Thus it is that this form passes unrecognised
The non-recognition of the milder form of this disease has been attended with another evil. Retroversion of the cervix sometimes takes place, the hypertropliied cervix being pushed back towards the sacrum, in place of descending through the vagina. " The extent to which the retroversion of the uterine neck is carried, depends partly on the degree of hypertrophy, and partly on the length of time that it has existed. When the cervix is very voluminous, has been so for years, and the patient lias uninterruptedly been living-with her husband, it is often thrust so far back towards the sacrum, that it can scarccly be reached with the finger, and the speculum has, as it were, to search it out of the sacral region. Some [Jail.
me, and who, although they still retain the displacement, are now well, and completely free from all uterine symptoms; the inflammatory disease of the cervix, of its cavity, or of the body of the uterus, alone having been treated." (p. 308.)
Thus it will be perceived that Dr. Bennet's facts and reasonings resolve themselves into one proposition, viz. that it is the accompany inflammation which causes the distressing symptoms of retroversion ; not the displacement itself.
To a certain extent this is undoubtedly true, and of essential importance when the treatment is considered. We have positive proof of the mischief that has arisen from mechanical attempts to cure a retroversion dependent upon inflammation; but we cannot agree in the truth of the proposition in its entire extent, inasmuch as we have equally certain knowledge that both anteversion and retroversion of the uterus may be purely accidental displacements, causing considerable distress, and alone relieved by mechanical correction of the false position. While we, however, make this statement with some confidence, we cannot but give a willing assent to our author's concluding remarks on this subject.
" It is certainly of great importance that the real value of these uterine displacements be correctly ascertained, as, should the mechanical school (which is now gaining ground, and which appears to consider the womb as a joint, capable of being dislocated backwards and forwards, to the right and to the lefty become generally adopted, there seems no limit to the sufferings that will be inflicted on females, by the [Jan.
pessaries and other mechanical contrivances intended to correct them. 
